RESPECTABILITY
respect and the respect of others which are here implied con-
tain no shameful suggestion of hypocrisy. If others are able
to respect us, we must, indeed, short of hypocrisy, be respect-
able. But the great difficulty which all human beings encounter
is this, that they are inclined to consider the respectability
of their actions, whereas they should be respected for having
disinterestedly performed these same actions, quite apart from
any question of conventional respectability. There is a double
meaning in the word 'respectable* which is confusing. If
men and women earn respect by doing what is wise and good,
they do well If they do what is wise and good on purpose to
be respected, they do less well If they do what is neither wise
nor good on purpose to be respected, they do ill Yet respect
they must have, or their rather half-hearted self-confidence
perishes almost immediately. This is what causes them to
have a passion for respectability. They exaggerate the impor-
tance of the opinion of others. Instead of behaving in the
way they believe to be right, they behave in a way which
they think others will approve- From this springs the base
aspect of respectability.
For there is no question that ordinary Respectable* be-
haviour is often not at all to be respected. It is often very
narrow and intolerant, stupid, and prudish. The most timid
members of any society disapprove conduct which is quite
good and healthy and natural They become censorious.
They do not criticize; they carp. They watch with jealous
eyes any gay and thoughtless girl, and make such comments
upon her that she either loses her nerve and submits to their
narrow standards, or she becomes defiant* She is driven,
as it were, into rebellion. She becomes extravagant in action,
until the general feeling of the community is against hen In
every way, her conduct becomes grotesque and unreasonable.
She is considered 'odd,' and she becomes 'odd/ There should
be a middle course. One need be neither a prig nor a fool;
and should aim to be something half-way between the two.
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